	[image: image1.png]



	The Army Argus

Quarterly Newsletter for the 

Sterling Price Camp #145

Sons of Confederate Veterans

April-June 2007

	[image: image2.png]





Charge to the Sons

“To you Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will submit the vindication of the cause for which we fought.  To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles he loved and which made him glorious and which you also cherish.  Remember, it is your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future generations.” Lieutenant General Stephen Dill Lee

Salute to the Confederate Flag

"I salute the Confederate flag, with affection, reverence, and undying devotion to the Cause for which it stands."

Commander’s Column

Compatriots:
As we near the end of another “SCV” year I would like to thank so many of you for your camp support and attendance at meetings and events.  

For the balance of the year we have a number of things coming up quickly:

Confederate Memorial Day will be celebrated at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 20, 2007 at Bellefontaine Cemetery.  The ceremony will take place at the Sterling Price Monument.  In conjunction with the ceremony we will be dedicating VA markers on five previously unmarked Confederate graves.

U.S. Memorial Day at Jefferson Barracks will take place on Monday, May 28, 2007.  A barbeque at the museum will follow.

A date yet to be determined will dedicate the monument at the Sterling Price tree in Tower Grove Park.

For those of you who were unaware we were chosen as the best SCV camp in Missouri at the Division Reunion in March.  Chris Sullivan, SCV CIC, was in attendance and shared his thoughts and plans on how to restore the flags to Higginsville and Fort Davidson.  A huge thank you to Jim Hubbard for setting up 

the convention.  It was really run well and had good food, speakers, etc.  I was disappointed only in the attendance at the meals and the failure of the outstate camps that did not participate.  This type of attitude is not good and could jeopardize future meetings.

Hope to see you at the next meeting.

Fraternally yours, 

Jim England

Commander

MEMORIAL DAY IS FAST APPROACHING

Confederate Memorial Day will take place in Bellefontaine Cemetery on Sunday, May 20 at 1:00 p.m.  We will meet at the site of Sterling Price’s grave to honor his son Celsius as well as four other Confederates who were in unmarked graves.  We ask that anyone who is going to participate arrive at the site between 12:30 and 12:45.  See your attached map for specific locations.

United States Memorial Day will take place on Monday, May 28 at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery.  If you plan to attend this event please arrive no later than 9:30.
IT’S TIME TO SHOW YOUR SOUTHERN PRIDE DAY!  JOIN US JUNE 2, 2007 ON THE SHORES OF LAKE SERENE IN BEAUTIFUL CATAWISSA, MISSOURI!
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Compatriot Ray Cobb is hosting his annual soiree in honor of Confederate President Jefferson Davis’ birthday.  The party is June 2nd.  Festivities start at noon and end the next day. Address is 1388 Northshore Drive, Catawissa, Missouri 63015-1126.  For more information the phone number is 636-257-6431 and e-mail is raycobb@nothnbut.net. 

DIVISION REUNION NOTE
Thanks to all who attended the Division Reunion this past March.  We had some wonderful and informative speakers and National Commander-In-Chief Chris Sullivan gave some insightful advice for dealing with the issue of the Confederate Battle Flags at the Higginsville and Pilot Knob sites.  

A committee was formed and will work closely with Bruce Hillis to hopefully bring this issue to a successful conclusion.  The plan for the current time is to have Bruce move forward with his agenda to incorporate a committee that will prevent politicians from attacking monuments and memorials for political gain. Once this plan is incorporated we will strive to get the flags reinstated at the Confederate cemeteries.  The committee is currently attempting to set up a meeting with Governor Blunt to discuss the issue in more detail.

EDITORIAL

I have always tried to avoid putting an editorial column in this publication because a wise man once told me that opinions are like a certain part of the anatomy.  Everyone has one and everyone thinks everyone else’s stinks.  I can no longer stand by and watch what is occurring in this state and this country without giving my opinion.

Lyndon Johnson once remarked that if you allow a bully to stand outside your front gate pretty soon he will be on your front porch.  From your front porch it is a short trip into your front room.  While I disagree with Mr. Johnson on a number of his policies I don’t on this particular item.  

NASCAR has caved in to the PC crowd and will no longer allow a car to run in their races that will feature a Confederate Battle Flag.  This really got me scratching my head because NASCAR was founded by southerners for southerners and it’s really kind of obnoxious for them to give in so easily.  Then I put my undergraduate studies in economics to use and came to a conclusion.  They are obviously getting pressure from the sponsors that you see splashed all over other cars.  Professional pot stirrers like Al Sharpton and Jesse Jackson hone in one this nonsense like sharks that sense blood in the water.  They use bogus tactics like hunger strikes and boycotts to get media coverage that benefit no one but themselves.

It is obvious that they will never be satisfied until every vestige of southern heritage is wiped from memory.  A short time ago the NAACP said they would be satisfied if the Confederate battle flag were no longer displayed in any but a museum context.  Now that they have been successful with that campaign they are going full tilt to eliminate monuments to the Confederate soldiers.  Where does it stop?  The answer is it doesn’t.  The bullies are now past the front gate and they are approaching the front porch. 

Maybe it is time to fight fire with fire.  Maybe we need to decide that if a state or local government caves into unreasonable demands that the members of the SCV need to incorporate a boycott of their own.  Maybe we need to stop patronizing businesses that are attacking southern heritage.
STERLING PRICE CAMP MEETINGS

The Sterling Price Camp meets the second Tuesday of each month (except in July and August) at Culpepper’s in the TGIFriday’s complex at Olive and Tempo, just west of I-270.  Art Robinson and Hal Fleming usually have wonderful programs.  The social hour begins at 6:30 and the meeting begins at 7:00.  Please consider joining us for the next meeting.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER
I am always looking for new material for the newsletters.  Chuck Workman contributed an article about one of his ancestors that we ran in the “Confederate Next Door” feature.  If you have something about an ancestor specifically or Confederate heritage in general please e-mail to: hubbardjim@hotmail.com or snail mail to:

Jim Hubbard

14 Rustling Leaves Court

St. Charles, MO 63303
The Confederate Next Door
The Death of General John Bowen
by
Rebecca Blackwell Drake
For the past century Civil War historians have been perplexed over the death site of General John Bowen, one of the heroes of the Vicksburg Campaign. A recently found document has provided the final piece to the puzzle and opened the key to the past. 

On July 12, 1863 an army ambulance left Vicksburg en route to Raymond. The passenger and patient was Confederate General John S. Bowen, a paroled prisoner of war who had fallen desperately ill with dysentery, a bacterial illness that is often fatal. 

General Bowen, a Missourian, was a courageous and disciplined commander. During the Vicksburg Campaign, he proved his leadership abilities on the battlefields of Grand Gulf, Port Gibson and Champion Hill. For his efforts, he was commissioned major general. In the eyes of his men, a finer commander could not be found. During the first days of July, when it became apparent that Vicksburg would fall, it was General John Bowen and Col. L. M. Montgomery who worked with General Pemberton to help establish the terms of the surrender. However, on the morning of the 4th of July, Bowen had become conspicuously ill.
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	John Stevens Bowen


Bowen's wife, Mary Kennerly Bowen, was summoned from St. Louis but by the time she arrived the situation had become extremely grave. Members of Bowen's staff decided to transport him to Raymond where they hoped he could receive medical attention. On July 6, during the excruciating heat of summer, the ambulance began the long and arduous journey to Hinds County. Father John Bannon, Catholic priest with the First Missouri Regiment, accompanied the general and his wife on the journey.

As the ambulance got under way, Bowen's illness became progressively worse. It was apparent that he would never make it to Raymond. On the morning of July 12, the ambulance took the lower road between Edwards and Raymond [Mt. Moriah Road] and stopped for help four miles from Edwards at the home of Mr. Morrison. Due to the lack of servants, the overseer suggested they go two miles further down the road to the home of the Walton family, also known as Valley Farm. The Walton's home was located six miles from Raymond near a crossing at Baker's Creek.
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	Walton House


At the Walton's home, Bowen was removed from the ambulance and taken inside. Father Bannon scribbled an entry in his diary stating, "July 12, Gen. Bowen was too sick to move any further." The night spent at the Walton's house would be his last. General Bowen died the following day. A neighbor and local carpenter, Robert Dickson, was called on to build a wooden coffin. There were no materials to line the coffin and no screws to attach the top. General Bowen was buried in the garden near the house. Father Bannon helped to lower the body into the grave while several neighbors and Mary Bowen stood quietly weeping nearby. 

Bowen's body was later exhumed from the Walton's garden and re-interred in the cemetery at Bethesda Presbyterian Church, two miles away. The unmarked grave remained obscured for twenty-four years. In 1887, Mary Bowen returned to Mississippi to help members of the Vicksburg Ladies Confederate Cemetery Association exhume the body for re-interment in Vicksburg's Confederate Cemetery.

Through the years, the story of Gen. Bowen's death and burial in rural Hinds County was all but forgotten. Except for descendants of the Walton family, who loved to reminisce about the 'famous Confederate general' who had been buried in their garden, stories and details of Bowen's death all but vanished.

Around the turn of the century, the Missouri Republican, a popular newspaper from St. Louis, reprinted an article extracted from an 1860s Mississippi newspaper. The article, recounting General Bowen's death in rural Hinds County, had originally been published in the Hinds County Gazette. Recalling the event from memory, the Gazette editor had written: "General Bowen was not killed, as supposed, but died a natural death. He was taken ill with flux either at Vicksburg or near that point, and rather than go into the city and risk the chances of capture and ill treatment by the federal forces, came into the country. He found no shelter at Edwards, and stopped first at the place then owned by Mr. Farrar Morrison, four miles from town, which was in charge of Mr. Joshua Stone, but owing to the scarcity of servants, that gentleman advised him to go to Mrs. Walton's two miles further on. This was about the 26th of June, 1863; on the 1st of July, only three days before the fall of Vicksburg, he breathed his last. His wife and two or three from the neighborhood were the only persons present." The dates stated in the article were incorrect but the directions to the Walton home provided the missing piece of the puzzle needed to solve the mystery of General Bowen's place of death.

General Bowen's family read and saved the reprinted article, placing it in their scrapbook. Eventually, Bowen's daughter donated all of her fathers' Civil War papers to the Missouri Historical Commission, including the personal memoirs contained in the scrapbook. Unknown to historians, who for over half a century had searched for yet failed to find the home where Bowen had died, the clipping from the Hinds County Gazette held the key. The final piece in the puzzle, the discovery of the location of the Walton home, fell into place in 2002, after the 1860s newspaper article was discovered in the Manuscripts Division of the Missouri Archives.

As Paul Harvey would say…. And now you know the end of the story. General Bowen's ambulance never made it to Raymond. It stopped six miles from its destination. In the company of his wife and priest, as well as few neighbors in the area, the general was laid to rest in a lovely garden where the fragrance of summer flowers mingled in the air - and the sounds of fife and drum were but a distant memory.

Postscript: The Walton Home has remained in the family since the Civil War. The remains of the old house are now owned by John Walton, descendant of the Walton family, and his wife Linda, of Raymond. The home and death site of General Bowen was researched and discovered by Rebecca Drake, based on an article by Jno. C. Landis, Chief of Artillery, Missouri Division, C.S. A., published in the Missouri Republican, circa 1880s.
The house that General Bowen designed and built still stands in Carondelet.  It is caddy corner across the intersection from the library.
