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Charge to the Sons
“To you Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will submit the vindication of the cause for which we fought.  To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles he loved and which made him glorious and which you also cherish.  Remember, it is your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future generations.” 

Lieutenant General Stephen Dill Lee

Salute to the Confederate Flag
"I salute the Confederate flag, with affection, reverence, and undying devotion to the Cause for which it stands."

Meeting Notice
The Camp meets the second Tuesday of each month with the exception of July and August.  We meet at Culpepper’s in the TGIF complex two blocks west of I-270.  Social hour starts at 6:30 and the meeting commences at 7:00.  Wives and guests always welcome.  There will be no meetings in July or August.

Commander's Column
Compatriots, we have had an eventful past three (3) months!  First of all, however, I would like to bring you "up to speed" on one of the items mentioned in the last newsletter that occurred right after it went to press.  For those 10% that haven't gotten the word or are a bit late getting it, the results of the election of new officers of the Missouri Division  at the annual Division Convention/Reunion at Blue Springs (just east of Kansas City) on March 28th & 29th were as follows: 1) our past Camp Commander & previous Division Lt. Commander, Jim England, was elected Division Commander; 2) Anderson Camp Commander and past Central Brigade Commander, Neil Block of Moberly, was elected Division Lt. Commander; 3) fellow Camp member, Compatriot Ed Hamm, was elected Division Adjutant (taking my place); and 4) our Camp Adjutant Jim Hubbard was elected Eastern Brigade Commander; all for the next two (2) year period.  As you can see, Sterling Price Camp is well represented at the Division level.  Congratulations to each one of these gentlemen!  

At our April 8th Camp meeting we had a very interesting talk, including pictures, by Mr. David Fiedler, an independent scholar from St. Louis, about "The Enemy Among Us."  Mr. Fiedler has done considerable research and written a book about the over 15,000 German and Italian prisoners of war (POW's) who were brought to Missouri during WWII and held at a number of locations across the state.  This time period and event seems almost forgotten today, but was largely positive for both the prisoners and the people who came in contact with them.  The prisoners ate well and lived under the same conditions as the soldiers who were assigned to guard them.  And, they enjoyed a great deal of freedom and made a number of friendships with the civilian population.  Some of them even immigrated to this country after the war.

Also, on April 27th several Camp members attended the Utz Camp Confederate Memorial Day ceremony at Fee Fee Cemetery in Bridgeton (location of a number of Confederate Veteran graves including the Camp's namesake, Maj. James Morgan Utz, his mother and father, and other members of the Utz family.  The Utz Camp CMD ceremony this year was dedicated to President Jefferson Davis as this year is the 200th anniversary of the year of his birth (June 3, 1808).  

At our May 13th Camp meeting we had a very informative talk about the Hanley House (Museum) in Clayton and the Hanleys who lived there by Mrs. Sarah Umlauf, intern at the Hanley House and Community Resources Coordinator for the City of Clayton.  The Hanleys were Southern sympathizers surrounded by a "sea of blue" during the War Between the States.  However, even into the 1930's the surviving Hanley daughter, Nancy Caroline (Aunt "Cal") displayed a Confederate flag at the front of the house each year on the occasion of Jefferson Davis' birthday (June 3rd) to show her Southern feelings.  Mrs. Umlauf is interested in having members of the Price Camp (including ladies) in re-enactor clothing to participate in promotion of the Hanley House during the Fall Festival in Clayton ("The Big Read").  She has also secured Dr. Edward Ayres, President of the University of Richmond (VA), who has written extensively on the Southern experience and will be in attendance at "The Big Read" to help promote the Hanley House (Museum).  We look forward to being able to work with Mrs. Umlauf and the promotion of the Hanley House, and an opportunity to be able to promote the Sterling Price Camp and the SCV as well.

Other Camp activities in May include our own Confederate Memorial Day/Marker Dedication Ceremony at Calvary Cemetery in St. Louis on Saturday, May 17th.  I would like to thank all of our Camp members who came out, UDC representative Ms. Sheri Horton, Utz Camp/9th MO Inf. re-enactor Charlie Heisinger and the members of our Honor/Color Guard and others who came and participated in the "marker dedication" ceremony.  We dedicated markers to Col. Joseph Kelly, Capt. Joseph Boyce, and Mrs. John S. (Mary Kennerly) Bowen (and daughter Anna Beauregard Bowen).  Several Boyce family members (descendents) were there, as well as a descendent of Col. Kelly, for the dedication of their respective ancestor's marker.  We are still hopeful, one day, to obtain an "In Memoriam" VA marker for Gen. Bowen to be placed by his wife's and daughter's marker.  

Also, on May 26th, several members of the Camp participated in the "CW"/WBTS portion of the U.S. Memorial Day ceremony at Jefferson Barracks.  Each year members of the SCV, the SUVCW, and various re-enactor groups participate in this event which is in addition to the regular Memorial Day Ceremony at J.B.  The "CW"/WBTS portion entails a joint Union/Confederate contingent which proceeds to both the Union and Confederate sections of the cemetery with a brief ceremony being conducted by a representative of each side at the respective section followed by a "firing salute" with both rifle-muskets and a small cannon, and "taps" at the conclusion.  I would like to thank the Camp members that participated in this "mini" CMD/Memorial Day event as well as several members of the Dixon (SCV) Camp of Belleville, IL and members of the 9th MO Inf. Re-enactors Group who provided the Color Guard and Honor Guard, respectively, for this event.  

And, at out June 10th Camp meeting we had a very interesting talk on Fr. John B. Bannon, "Chaplain, Soldier & Diplomat" (the Confederacy's fighting chaplain) by Mr. James M. Gallen of St. Louis.  Mr. Gallen studied history under Fr. Wm B. Faherty at St. Louis Univ. where he learned about Fr. Bannon's life.  He has written articles an Fr. Bannon and has a web-page giving a brief history of his life (including a handout for everyone at the meeting).  He has read and studied other books on Fr. Bannon and is very well acquainted with his life and history.  He also brought pictures of Fr. Bannon's church, St. John the Apostle, in downtown St. Louis, including a picture of the window in the church in Fr. Bannon's memory, the Confederate Battle Flag!

As most of you know, the National SCV Convention/Reunion will be held in Concord/Mt. Pleasant, NC (just outside Charlotte) on July 16-19.  This is a national election year and the results of the election(s) can be found on the national SCV website (www.scv.org) shortly after the convention is concluded.  I hope each of you have a good Summer and look forward to seeing all of you again at the next scheduled Camp meeting on Sept. 9th.  And, as you know Sept. is the birth month of our Camp's namesake, so the Sept. Camp meeting will be dedicated in honor of Gen. Sterling Price.  


Salute - your obedient servant, 

HAL FLEMING

Commander  
       

Lee Grant Exhibit at Missouri Historical Society

In these days of political correctness it is refreshing to even be allowed to participate in events about the War Between the States.  It is even more delightful to be given to have equal time.  Imagine how shocked we were to learn we were to be the only game in town.  
That is exactly what happened over Memorial Day weekend however.  Members of the Sterling Price Camp along with the Second Missouri Light Artillery pitched a camp on the grounds a stone’s throw from the museum entrance on Sunday and due to inclement weather on Monday were actually set up on tables in the vestibule.  People going into the Lee-Grant exhibit had to pass us on the way in as well as on the way out and we were able to talk about the War of Northern Aggression from a strictly southern perspective.  Various teachers and members of civic groups took contact information and asked about the possibility of presentations for their groups and classes later in the year.
The exhibit will run at the Missouri Historical Society through September 6, 2008.  There is no admission charged if you go on Tuesdays.

UDC Dinner

The United Daughters of the Confederacy Historical Evening Dinner (held in conjunction with the annual UDC convention) on Saturday, Sept. 27th at 6:30pm at the  Westport Plaza Sheraton in St. Louis (NE corner of I-270 & Page Ave.).  All Camp members and their wives or guest are invited to attend.  The "guest speaker" will be Camp Adjutant Jim Hubbard who will speak on "Irish Confederates."  Period dress is appropriate, and reservations can be made and a check for the dinner ($40) sent to: 

Mrs. Rae Meyers

7123 Sandoval Ct.

St. Louis, MO 63129.

Confederate Memorial Day

Compatriot Ray Cobb often remarks that God is a Southerner.  If the weather on May 17 is any indication of his leanings and sentiments then he is obviously unreconstructed in his views.  In a word the weather was beautiful with bright sunshine, cool temperatures and low humidity.  If there was any drawback at all it is that the cemetery staff at Calvary was unable to get in and cut the grass around the graves where the ceremony took place due to heavy rain the preceding week.
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Carol England, Jeannie Hubbard and Sheri Horton at the Boyce Family plot in Calvary

The Sterling Price Camp paid for the endowed care for Colonel Joseph Kelly’s grave and the stone to mark the graves of Mary K. Bowen and her daughter Anna B. Bowen.  They family of Captain Joseph Boyce marked his grave in the last couple of years and plans were made for a service that would honor all four individuals.
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Members of both Colonel Kelly and Captain Boyce’s family as well as a large contingent of Price Camp members were present for the ceremony.  Flags were erected at the gravesites and an honor guard bearing Camp and U.S. flags posted colors near the center of all three gravesites.  The ceremony itself was led by Commander Hal Fleming.  
Following the ceremony the flags were folded and presented to family members and the women present in period dress laid flowers at all three gravesites.  
A tremendous bonus was the artifacts and pictures that descendents brought to show to members of the Camp.  These included Captain Boyce’s musket, a water color of him and other members of the St. Louis Grays and a tintype photograph of him wearing his militia uniform.  One of the most moving artifacts the Camp members were shown was a piece of material that a Sergeant Hogan of the Missouri Brigade had clipped from the clothing of Patrick McGrath and sent to his family following his death at the Battle of Corinth.  Patrick McGrath was the brother of Colonel Kelly’s son-in-law Michael McGrath.  Maureen McGrath also had a scrapbook that her aunts kept that detailed deaths of Colonel Kelly’s brother James and other family members.  Kate Kelly, who served as a Confederate mail runner and was arrested for her efforts, is also buried in the family plot.  Her husband Michael took the oath when he returned to St. Louis to “keep an eye on things” for Colonel Kelly.  He even enlisted in the local militia but his sentiments remained with his former compatriots and he assisted Kate Kelly in abetting the escape of another mail runner slated to be hung for his activities by secreting him under produce in the bed of a wagon and spiriting him through Union lines.  
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Maureen McGrath stands near the grave of her ancestor, Colonel Joseph Kelly
After the war Colonel Kelly returned to live with Michael and Kate in St. Louis but his health and business were ruined and he died about five years after his return.
Joseph Boyce returned to St. Louis where he enjoyed a successful career in real estate and in the tobacco industry.  He also was instrumental in telling the Southern side of the story as one of the founding members of the Southern Historical Society and also served in a leadership capacity at the Missouri Historical Society and on the Board of Aldermen for the city of St. Louis.  It was through his efforts that money was raised to host the 1904 Olympic Games and the accompanying World’s Fair.

Mrs. Bowen and her children settled in a number of places after General Bowen’s death.  She died here near her ancestral home.  Her daughter Anna died in Philadelphia and was brought back here for burial.

The Confederate Next Door
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  From the December 28, 1929 Picture section of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

The following is reprinted with permission of Carole Robinson and the Williamson Herald
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Californian finds Chinese relative
in Carnton’s Confederate tery





By CAROLE ROBINSON, Staff Writer Williamson Herald

After more than 140 years, there are still many stories told and untold stories about the Battle of Franklin being uncovered.

What began as a trip to Nashville for Fan Fair in 2005 became a life-changing event for Los Angeles resident Martin Chang.

Chang’s life has been a series of changes leading to an evolution and an understanding of purpose and self, but the discovery of an ancestor buried in the Confederate Cemetery at Carnton also redirected the quiet, unassuming young man to a clearer understanding of purpose.

“To me, Charles Chon must have had a purpose,” Chang said of the great- great uncle he discovered buried at Carnton. “He was a common soldier, he was captured (by the Union Army) at the Battle of Ark Post and spent time in a federal prison. When he was released, he reenlisted.” 

Martin has uncovered tidbits of information about his ancestor, but there are still many questions unanswered about Charles Chon and the road that led a young Chinese man to Tennessee and the unusual discovery.
The Chang family, Chinese by descent, retreated to Taiwan when the Communists took over their country. They moved to California when Martin was in his early teens. 

As the teenager grew and became Americanized, he acquired an interest in country music. It was that interest that eventually led him to change his religion from Buddhism to Christianity. 

“I always preferred to listen to music I can connect with,” he said. “”To me, country music is the music of this country. There is a different culture that leaves room for God.”

The interest in country music also spurred an unusual interest in the South and the Civil War, specifically from the Southern point of view. There weren’t many people of Chinese descent involved in the Civil War, especially in the South.

“I was interested in the Civil War for some reason,” he said. “I didn’t even know there were Chinese in the war. I thought the Chinese came during the Gold Rush after the war.”

While visiting Music City in 2005, Chang, a computer information technology professional who works on large business computer networks, was drawn to Franklin to visit the Carter House, Carnton Plantation and Confederate Cemetery. 

“First I came to the Carter House, took the tour, took some pictures,” he said. “It was late in the day when I went to Carnton – too late for a tour so I walked the grounds and walked the cemetery. When I was there I felt like I was on hallowed ground. I could feel honor there.”

On I-65 heading back to Nashville, Chang was compelled to turn around and head back to the cemetery to pray, even though darkness was fast approaching. 

“That experience, to go back to pray at the cemetery, was very strange, especially because it was getting dark,” he said. “There was something familiar in the cemetery and I didn’t know why.” 

He prayed at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, not knowing he had an ancestor buried nearby.

“I didn’t know Charles was in the war, I just needed to pray at the cemetery,” he said. 
A couple months later, while surfing the Internet, Chang stumbled on a listing about Chinese in the Civil War by a Chinese member of a Civil War roundtable who researched and visited several Civil War battlefields. 

“There were a lot of Chinese who fought for the Union, but most were in the Navy,” Chang said. “An entry mentioned a Chinese man buried at Carnton.” 

That man was Martin’s great-great uncle, Charles Chon (the spelling has changed slightly over time and distance.)

“He is in a grave with a clearly marked headstone – number 66 with C. C. in the Texas Regiment.”                                                                                                                                 

The discovery gave Martin Chang a new purpose, and an understanding of the direction he been led. He now wanted to know and understand his ancestor – the brother of his great-great grandfather.

To do so, he needed to do some walking in Charles Chon’s shoes, so he joined the Sons of Confederate Veterans, became a Confederate reenactor and a detective unraveling the story of his mysterious uncle who was a stone mason in Guangdong Province but landed in Shanghai where he disappeared.

“Hired by an American merchant,” Chang speculated.

The disappearance was around the time of the Taiping rebellion. When the Ch’ing Dynasty took over they killed 20 million Christians, Martin said. 

“He may have been a Christian and escaped to avoid being killed,” Chang further speculates.

The next place he showed up was South Texas. He signed the papers to join the Texas Cavalry in York and died at the age of 22 at the Battle of Franklin.

Questions like how Charles landed in the United States – there are no records of his arrival, how he landed in Texas and in the notoriously tough Texas regiment that was a cavalry before taking to foot travel, and why he reenlisted, all remain a mystery.

“One thing for sure, he was tougher than nails,” said Thomas Cartwright, a historian at the Carter House. “Texans were tough. They brought the level up very high.”

There is a part of Martin Chang’s Chinese culture that lures him to be close to his ancestors, but the Christian he has become encourages him to connect with that ancestor.

“He left home, fought in a foreign war and died. He disappeared and 140 years later I found him. I should do something for him.” 

For now, Chang would like to get the aging headstone fixed and honor his great-great uncle in reenacting the Battle of Franklin and other Civil War battles in an effort to keep the memory alive.

Let’s Get Real

At a recent re-enactment a friend turned to me and asked “Are you as sick of the Confederate pony tail as I am”?  My answer was an unequivocal yes.  People have perceptions and images burned into their minds and those memories are often the result of what they encounter in the popular media.  Let’s face it, Hollywood rarely, if ever, gets it correct.

In order to properly honor and recognize Confederate troops, accuracy is important in all aspects of a portrayal.  Many of our Camp members are re-enactors and in that capacity give presentations to the public at re-enactments, living histories and school events.  With the risk of being portrayed as a “stitch counter” hanging over my head like the sword of Damocles I would like to address this topic and hope that everyone gains a better understanding of what is involved with the proper portrayal of the Confederate soldier and by that the sacrifices those soldiers made in the attempt to realize their hopes, dreams and aspirations.

The main topic that I would like to address is men’s hair length and styles during the mid-19th Century.  I will touch a little on clothing but this is the main focus.  We have images of these Confederates with long, flowing locks and heavy, bushy beards.  Unfortunately as any modern Boy Scout, Soldier or Marine can tell you, with a few notable exceptions such as some of Quantrill’s Raiders, that is not the case at all.  Men tended to keep their hair and beards neatly trimmed and well groomed wherever and whenever possible.  In “The History of a Campaign that Failed”  Samuel Clemens (aka Mark Twain) told of he and his compatriots cutting each other’s hair and beards with sheep shears during his short sojourn as a Confederate soldier in northeastern Missouri.  
The purposes here were two fold.  These men were campaigning in the fields and woods and in this capacity would have faced many of the same nasty creatures that we face.  Ticks, chiggers, head lice, fleas and a whole host of other vermin were prevalent during this period just as they are today.  While they did not have a very good understanding of germ theory they did understand that by keeping hair and beards neatly trimmed it allowed them to see these vermin easier and as such they stood a better chance of eliminating them and the discomfort they inflicted.
The second purpose for keeping hair neatly trimmed was comfort and hygiene. Long hair and beards were uncomfortable in the heat and people who wore their hair long were much more susceptible to the diseases born by the vermin mentioned above.  Secondly if you can imagine Jackson’s foot cavalry or Bowen’s hard charging Missourians covering 24-26 miles in a day it is easy to imagine how much cooler short hair would have been.
Clothing is another area where it is important for an honest portrayal of a Confederate soldier.  From “Company Aytch” by Sam Watkins to Phil Gottschalk’s wonderful study of the Missouri Brigade (now back in print again) there are countless sources of material that give wonderful and insightful clues regarding the clothing worn by Confederate soldiers on the march and in the field.  
Often it was nothing more than rags or what they could scrounge off the battlefield or other areas where they were stationed or camped. Sometimes as they marched by, sympathetic southern citizens contributed what clothing they could spare for these sparsely clad scarecrows. It speaks volumes about the dedication of these men that they would willingly continue to fight for their independence when they often did not have enough on their backs or enough in their bellies to keep sickness and the elements at bay.  Rarely did this work as time and again you read accounts of men who froze to death while marching their posts or manning their picket stations in the dead of winter.                                                                                                                    

Jim Hubbard

14 Rustling Leaves Court

St. Charles, MO 63303

